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HIS EXCELLENCY KAIRAT UMAROV, 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to the United States of 
America , graduated with honors from 
Almaty Pedagogical Institute of Foreign 
Languages with fluency in Kazakh, Russian, 
English and French . His Excellency has 

served as the Deputy Foreign Minister of the Republic 
of Kazakhstan and as Deputy Director of the European 
States Department in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 
2004 to 2009. His Exc~llency concurrently held positions 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan to the Republic of India and 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the 
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. 

WILLIAM COURTNEY is senior principal 
for policy strategy at Computer Sciences 
Corporation. A retired Foreign Service 
Officer, he advised on the reorganization 
of foreign a airs agencies, served as 
special assistant to the President for Russia, 
Ukraine, and Eurasia, and was Ambassador 

to Georgia and Kazakhstan . He has served as 

staff, 

and special assistant to the Under 
Secretary of State for Political Affairs. He graduated from 
West Virginia University with a B.A. and Brown University 
with a Ph.D. in economics. An international affairs fellow 
at the Council on Foreign Relations, he remains a member 
of that Council, the Boards of Directors of the American 
Academy of Diplomacy and the World Affairs Council of 
Washington DC. 

DR. JAY NATHAN is a tenured professor 
of management at St. John 's University, 
Queens, New York, where he has enjoyed 
20 years of teaching and engaging the 
culturally diverse students from over 100 
countries. His MBA and PhD degrees are 
from the University of Cincinnati , Ohio. 

Dr. Nathan was a Fulbright Scholar to Kazakhstan , visiting 
pro 

MBA 




